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either approves or rejects the proposal, and there are no outbursts
of artistic temperament.

The Balinese do not write down their music. I asked if it was
not difficult to memorize such long and intricate compositions
and was told that " when the piece has been rehearsed long

enough, so that it has once entered into a man's liver, he plays
it without thinking."

Often the group was visited by the leaders of famous orchestras
from other villages who were invited as guests of the community
to teach new compositions. The leaders of the gong Ringdikit
from North Bali came to Belaluan to exchange pieces: while
they taught the dynamic and revolutionary style of the North,
they learned the classical pieces of the South. The musicians of
Belaluan, on the other hand, went to other villages to break in
new organizations and were always lavishly entertained. Once in
our village we witnessed a contest between two famous gongs;